
SYKES IS MAYOR PRO TEM
Three-term Marion City Council-
woman Phyllis Sykes has been cho-
sen as mayor pro tem for the next
two-year term.
Mayor pro tem (or
mayor pro tempore)
might be more com-
monly understood as
vice mayor. Sykes
served in the same
position over the
past two years. The
council approved her appointment
during a special meeting on Mon-
day at city hall. The former school
teacher was first elected to the city
council in 2016.

city board appointments
Marion City Council made a

handful of board appointments on
Monday during a special meeting to
begin 2021. Reappointed to the
Marion-Crittenden County Airport
Commission was Leroy Hodge.
Randy Dunn and Bill Frazer were
reappointed to the Marion Planning
Commission. Clifford Clark was a
new appointee to the Marion Code
of Ethics Board and three individu-
als were selected to serve on the
Marion Crittenden County Park
Board, Jay Thompson, Chris Evans
and Tanner Tabor. Each of those
appointed to local boards will serve
for four years. Mayor Jared Byford
said several more seats on local
committees and boards will be
filled at the council’s regular meet-
ing later this month.

crittenden goes back, but
CCHS opts virtual quickly
Crittenden County was among a
handful of area school districts that
brought students back to class
early this week, but after just one
day the high school was forced to
forego in-person classes. The dis-
trict announced Tuesday evening
that due to COVID quarantines
among faculty members, CCHS
would transition to virtual learning
the remainder of the week. Ele-
mentary and middle school stu-
dents will continue to hold
in-person instruction.

UPCOMING MEETINGS
•Crittenden County Board of Ed-

ucation will meet at 5:30 p.m.,
Thursday, Jan. 14 at Rocket Arena.
•Marion City Council will meet at

5 p.m., Monday, Jan. 18 at city hall.
•Crittenden County Fiscal Court

will meet at 8:30 a.m., Thursday,
Jan. 21 at the courthouse.
•Crittenden County Extension

District Board will meet at noon
Tuesday, Jan. 26 at the Exttension
annex.
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New doctor
joins clinic,
CC Hospital
Crittenden Community Hos-

pital has announced that Dr.
David Fairbanks, MD is joining
its medical team this week.
The family practice doctor

will begin see-
ing patients
today (Jan. 7). 
F a i r b a n k s

grew up in
Bethesda, Md.,
and is the old-
est of four sib-
lings. He is the
son of Dr. David
N.F. Fairbanks,
an ear nose and throat sur-
geon, and Sylvia, a teacher. His
grandfather, Avard T. Fair-
banks, was a sculptor of inter-
national renown.
With more than 25 years of

family medicine and emer-
gency room experience, Fair-
banks is board-certified in
family medicine through the
American Board of Family
Medicine and a Fellow of the
American Academy of Family
Physicians.
He has served as a board

member of the American Acad-
emy of Family Physicians for
both Wyoming and Utah,
served with Wyoming’s Office
of Homeland Security and was
Medical Director for several
Emergency Medical Services.
He has had several faculty ap-
pointments and taught
anatomy and physiology at
Utah Valley University.
He was most recently direc-

tor of the COVID Incident
Command Team and was the
County Health Officer for Big
Horn County, Wyo.   He also
recently served as a physician
in the Veterans Affairs Health-
care System.  
Dr. Fairbanks graduated

from Brigham Young Univer-
sity, received his medical edu-
cation at the University of
Virginia School of Medicine,
his trauma surgery training at
Georgetown University’s Wash-
ington Hospital Center, and
completed his training in Fam-
ily Medicine at Southern Illi-
nois University. 
A veteran of the United

States Air Force, Dr. Fairbanks
was deployed four times as a
flight surgeon during Opera-
tion Desert Storm. 
He and his wife Carol have a

love for and are excited to re-
turn to Kentucky. One of their
three children was born in
Louisville. They were both hon-
ored with Kentucky Colonel
awards for their community
service. They enjoy their eight
grandchildren, outdoor activi-
ties, Scouting, Civil War his-
tory and bluegrass music.
Changes at Family Practice

Clinic over the last few days
and weeks have included the
retirement of Dr. Gary James,
the addition of Dr. Fairbanks
and the purchase of the clinic
by Rural Health Group, which
owns Crittenden Community
Hospital. The clinic's staff of
providers still will include Dr.
Jonathan Maddux and nurse
practitioners Lee Anna Boone,
Marcie Ellington and Jennifer
Brown.
Retired physicians Dr. Gary

James and Dr. Greg Maddux
opened Family Practice Clinic
in Marion in the early 1980s.
“While we know change can

be difficult, the providers and
staff of the Family Practice
Clinic want our current and
future patients to know that
we are still here providing care
for our community and sur-
rounding area,” said Dr.
Jonathan Maddux. “We will
continue to operate as we have
been, and we welcome Dr.
Fairbanks’ variety of experi-
ences and interests to our
community and our practice.”
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n Christmas was by far the coldest day in De-
cember and there was a dusting of snow in
Marion and in the northern parts of the county
on Christmas Eve. Otherwise, the month was
fairly dry with just over two and a half inches of
rainfall. Most of it came over the last few days
of the year. December’s five-year average pre-
cipitation is 3.9 inches, but three of the past
five years have been relatively dry compared to
the other two.
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GEN-3 FIRE CHIEF
Salem has new department head Page 9

STAFF REPORT
A bow fishing tourna-

ment in the spring, 2021
Christmas display at the
park and perhaps a kayak
dock at Lake George were
among projects discussed
during a routine meeting in
late December of the Mar-
ion Recreation, Tourist and
Convention Commission. 
The commission also re-

versed a previous edict that
prohibited the listing of

restaurants beyond its tax-
ing jurisdiction on a map
and internet listing de-
signed to direct tourists to
local eateries. 
Members of the commis-

sion said they had received
a number of grievances
about the scope of that pro-
hibition, which was put
into place several months
ago. It largely affected only
one area restaurant,
Candy’s Kitchen on U.S. 60

East, which is just yards
from the Marion City Lim-
its. Only restaurants inside
the corporate city bound-
aries collect from their cus-
tomers and pay a
three-percent prepared food
and lodging tax that sup-
ports the recreation and
tourism commission. Be-
cause of that, the commis-
sion at first believed that it 

See TOURISM/page 6 

STAFF REPORT
An expansion project has

added just over 700
gravesites to Mapleview
Cemetery. 
This time last year there

were only about 100 grave
spaces remaining in Mar-
ion’s largest cemetery.
Thanks to a vision of the
late Bill Fox, a longtime
overseer of the cemetery, 30
acres on the north edge
were purchased in 1990,
giving the cemetery room to
grow. 
All plots in two new sec-

tions were surveyed and
marked with stainless steel
pins and discs on the
southwest corner of each
lot. The first lot sold in Oc-
tober. The cemetery board
spent $22,000 for two new
gravel driveways in the new
sections, which have re-

cently been completed.
Without planning, the

cemetery would have
reached capacity very soon,
board members say.
“A rule of dad’s was that

once one section got about
half full, then we would
open the next section,” said
Dianne Newcom, Fox’s
daughter.
Since Fox’s death, New-

com has served as the pres-
ident of the Marion Ceme-
tery Association, which
oversees Mapleview’s fi-
nances. 
A fundraising effort last

year generated $20,000 for
expansion, which covered
survey costs, roads in the 

See GRAVES/page 6 

20’s weather
unremarkable
A wet summer and warm winter were

among weather highlights of 2020.
The most remarkable aspect of the year

was rainfall that totaled more than a foot
above normal in some locations, according
to the National Weather Service (NWS) at
Paducah where 53.1 inches of rain was
more than nine inches higher than the an-
nual average. Murray saw more than 63
inches last year. In Evansville, it was the
wettest year on record, with some locations
over 60 inches. In Crittenden County, pre-
cipitation measured 54 inches, less than
the previous two years of 58.2 and 59.8
inches, respectively.
Although there was a trace of snow in

Marion on Christmas Eve, the NWS said
there was no measurable snow in Paducah
for 2020 for only the third time since
records  began being kept. There was no
snow recorded in Evansville for the first
year on record.
For the region, winter's average daily tem-

perature was more than four degrees
warmer than usual, according to the NWS.
The average temperature for Marion was 39
degrees in December, 51 in November and
39 in both January and February. The av-
erage temp in those months was up from
four of the previous five years.

PHOTO BY BRIAN BOYD
This aerial photograph was taken a few weeks ago above Mapleview Cemetery.

Newly graveled access roads were part of the project.

Final Plans
Mapleview Cemetery assigns finishing 
touches to 700-grave expansion project 

Kayak dock for Lake George, bowfishing
tournament among tourism’s ’ 21plans

Dr. Fairbanks

Sykes
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 DeBoe 

Larry Ray DeBoe, 78, 
of Marion, died Friday, 
Jan. 1, 2021. 

Surviving are a 
brother, Paul DeBoe Jr. 
of Marion; and a sister, 
Carrie McClure of Mar-
ion. 

He was preceded in 
death by four brothers, 
Robert DeBoe, Kenneth 
DeBoe, John DeBoe and 
Donald DeBoe; four 
sisters, Pauline Lee, Jer-
aldine C. Walker, Jerline 
Warsaw and Evelyn Sue 
Williams; and his par-
ents, Paul and Sadie 
DeBoe. 

Services were Sunday, 
Jan. 3 at Gilbert Funeral 
Home with burial in 
Crayne Cemetery.  

  Belt 
Sammie George Belt, 

82 of Joy, died Saturday, 
Dec. 26, 2020 at the Ray 
& Kay Eckstein Hospice 
Care Center in Paducah.  

He was born in Irma 
Aug. 9, 1938 to the late 
Abraham Lincoln Belt 
and Eddie Reba (Curnel) 
Belt.  He was a farmer 
and had worked at Three 
Rivers Rock Quarry for 
38 years before retiring 
as a supervisor and yard 
loader operator.  

Surviving are a daugh-
ter, Tammy Belt of Joy; a 
sister, Alma Aline Tabor 
of Marion; two brothers, 
BoeDean (Judy) Belt  of 
Las Cruces, N.M. and 
Hurley Ray (Alice) Belt  of 
Morganfield; several 
nieces and nephews, 
great-nieces and 
nephews and great-great 
nieces and nephews. 

He was preceded in 
death by his wife, Betty 
Jean (Curry) Belt; a 
brother, Lincoln Eugene 
Belt of Joy; and his par-
ents.  
 Services were Monday, 

Jan. 4, 2021 in the 
chapel of Boyd Funeral 
Directors and Cremation 
Services.   Bural was in 
Carrsville Cemetery. 

 
 Watkins 

Cheryl Lee Vaughn 
Watkins, 70, of Emerald 
Isle, N.C., formerly of 
Henderson, N.C., died 
Thursday, Dec. 24, 2020, 
at Universal Health Care 
in Oxford, N.C. 

Born in Marion July 
24, 1950, she was the 
daughter of the late John 
Thomas Vaughn and 
Rosa Davidson Vaughn 
of Marion.  She was re-
tired from First Citizens 
Bank in Henderson, N.C, 
where she was a teller 
supervisor. 

Surviving are a sister, 
Alissa Terrasa of Lake 
Jackson, Texas;  a 
brother, Thomas Vaughn 
of Raleigh, N.C.; a half-
sister and half-brother 
Candra Downs of Simp-
sonville, S.C., and Jay 
Dee Vaughn of Dawson 
Springs; her mother and 
father-in-law, Durwood 
Thomas and Clarice Cog-
hill Watkins of Hender-
son, N.C.; a sister-in-law, 
Sharon Clark of Hender-
son, N.C.; two nieces, 
Chastity Clark of Or-
lando, Fla., and Tara Ter-
rasa of Topeka, Kan.; and 
seven nephews, Jason 
Vaughn of Goshen, John 
Michael Vaughn of Clif-
ton, Va., Michael Ter-
rasa, III of Oceanside, 
Calif. and Joshua Ter-
rasa of Clute, Texas and 
Bowman Vaughn Downs, 
Franklin Mansfield 
Downs and Mason Ram-
age Downs, all of Simp-
sonville, S.C. 

 She was preceded in 
death by her husband, 
Durwood Thomas Wat-
kins. 

J.M. White Funeral 
Home was in charge of 
arrangements. Burial will 
be in Fuller Chapel 
Christian Church Ceme-
tery at a later date. 

 
  O’Neal 

Shirley L. O’Neal, 82, of 
Newburgh, Ind., died 
Sunday, Dec. 27, 2020 at 
her home. She was born 
June 23, 1938 in Pride to 
the late Nadine (Cobb) 

and Charles Oglesby.  
She graduated from 

Sturgis High School and 
was a retired sales asso-
ciate working in retail at 
Lazarus for many years. 
She was a member of 
Gateway Baptist Church 
in Newburgh where she 
sang in the choir and 
taught Sunday school. 
She enjoyed the out-
doors, especially garden-
ing, yard work and 
spending time with 
family and friends.  

Surviving are her hus-
band of 60 years, Gerald 
A. O’Neal; a daughter, 
Cheryl O’Neal; a brother, 
Noble Oglesby; nephews, 
Chuck Oglesby and Rod-
ney Oglesby; a sister, 
Nelda (Jerry) Freer; and 
nieces, Melody Adamson 
and Teresa Hagedorn.  

Services were Monday, 
Jan. 4, 2021 at Ziemer 
Funeral Home in Evans-
ville with Pastor Dane 
Gray officiating. Burial 
was in Kentucky Vet-
eran’s Cemetery West.  

Memorials may be 
made to Gateway Baptist 
Church, 7564 SR-66 W, 
Newburgh, IN 47630.  

 
 Belt 

Billie Jewell (Mitchell) 
Belt, 85, of Salem, died 
Monday, Dec. 28, 2020, 
at Livingston Hospital 
a n d 
Healthcare 
Services in 
Salem. 

She was 
born Aug. 
30, 1935 in 
Crittenden 
County to 
the late 
Escol and 
N e t t i e 
(Damron) Mitchell.   She 
was a member of New 
Union (Ditney) Church 
and loved her family and 
enjoyed being with them.   

Surviving are three 
children, Leisha (Jimmy) 
Maynard of Salem, Patsy 
Smith of Calvert City, 
Chris (Teresa) Belt of 
Symsonia; four grand-
children, Brandon (Car-
rie) Maynard, Emily Belt, 
Rex Smith and Zachary 
Smith; one great-grand-
child, Kinley Henderson. 

She was preceded in 
death by her husband of 
54 years, Harold Wayne 
Belt; a sister, Maxine 
Dixon; foster parents 
Alvie and Ocie McFalls; 
and parents Escol and 
Nettie Mitchell. 

Funeral services were 
Friday, Jan. 1, 2021 in 
the chapel of Boyd Fu-
neral Directors with Rev. 
David Davis officiating.   
Burial was in Salem 
Cemetery. 

Paid obituary 
 

  Marvel 
William D. Marvel, 93, 

of Marion, died Thurs-
day, Dec. 28, 2020 at 
Crittenden County 
Health and Rehab.   He 
attended Crooked Creek 
Church. 

Surviving are a son, 
Billy Ray Marvel of Mar-
ion; a grandson, Billy Joe 
Marvel of Marion; a 
great-grandchild, Sha-
lynn Marvel of Marion; 
and great a great-grand-
child, Bailynn Rushing of 
Marion. 

He was preceded in 
death by his wife, Mary 
Helen Marvel; his par-
ents, William Ray and 
Elva Marvel and a 
brother, Eck Marvel. 

Services wer Thursday, 
Dec. 31 at Gilbert Fu-
neral Home with burial in 
Pleasant Hill Cemetery.   
Memorials may be made 
to Gideons International. 
  Gerard 

Beverly Susan Gerard, 
75, of Marion, died Mon-
day, Dec. 28, 2020 at 
Crittenden County 
Health and Rehab. 

Surviving are her hus-
band, Jackie Gerard of 
Marion; children, Greg 
Gerard of Marion and 
Pam (Mike) Gerard Hart 
of Alachua, Fla.; a sister, 
Sandra Waters; a 
brother, Gary Yates; two-
grandchildren, T.J. Ward 
of Charleston, S.C., and 
Kyle Ward of Marion; and 
three great-grandchil-
dren. 

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, 
Delbert and Dorothy 
Yates; a great-grand-
daughter, Piper Ward; 
and sister, Karen Yates. 

Private services will be 
held at a later date. Gil-
bert Funeral Home was 
in charge of arrange-
ments. 

  Hardin 
Bea Hardin of Hamp-

ton died Monday, Dec.  
28, 2020.  She was born 
in St. Louis June 20, 
1923 to 
D o u g l a s
and Beulah
Boaz.   She 
graduated
f r o m
H a m p t o n 
H i g h 
School in 
Livingston
County in 
1941, spent three years 
in nurse training and 
graduated from Missouri 
Baptist School of Nursing 
in 1944.   She married 
Edgar Murray Hardin, 
her childhood sweetheart 
of Hampton in October 
1942. 

Hardin was an RN first 
at Riverside Hospital, 
which became Lourdes 
Hospital, serving as 
emergency room nurse, 
relief supervisor, assis-
tant director of nurses, 
recovery room nurse, and 
same day surgery nurse.  
She was awarded the 
first “Spirit Award” at 
Lourdes Hospital in 1988 
for her exemplary serv-
ice.   The “Spirit Award” 
was the highest level of 
accomplishment within 
the employee recognition 
system of Lourdes Hospi-
tal.   Her nursing career 
and lifetime of service 
spanned 48 years of car-
ing for others. 

She was a member of 
Hampton United Meth-
odist Church, where she 
was pianist for many 
years.  She also served as 
president of the United 
Methodist Women.   She 
was a lifelong member of 
the American Legion Post 
217 Auxiliary, where she 
also served as president.  

She is survived by two 
sons, Eddie (Joetta) Har-
din  of Grand Rivers, and 
David (Lateisha) Hardin 
of Paducah; one daugh-
ter, Donna Hardin (Ron-
nie) Hoskins  of Paducah; 
seven grandchildren, 
Christa Hoskins Hall, 
Stacey Hoskins Knight, 
Brent Hoskins, Shannon 
Hardin Conner, Shelly 
Hardin Miller, Allison 
Hardin and Karly Hardin 
Stom; and 11 great-
grandchildren Hardin, 
Davis, Mason and Chris-
tian Cosner, Kelsey and 
Travis Riggi, Keaton and 
Korbin Conner, Laney 
Hoskins, Avery and Aylin 
Miller. 

She was preceded in 
death by her husband of 
48 years, Edgar M. Har-
din; her parents, Doug 
and Beulah Boaz; and a 
sister, Bettye Boaz At-
well. 

Services were Thurs-
day, Dec. 31, 2020 at 
Boyd Funeral Directors 
and Cremation Services, 
officiated by Rev E. J. 
Saint and Rev. Andy 
Bryan. Burial was in 
Hampton Cemetery.  

Memorial contributions 
may be made to Hamp-
ton United Methodist 
Church, 730 Main, 
Hampton, KY 42047 or 
Hampton Cemetery 
Fund, P. O. Box 22, 
Hampton, KY 42047. 

Paid obituary 
 

  Ladd 
Brandon Matthew 

Ladd, 44, of Smithland, 
died Sunday, Dec. 27, 
2020 at the Ray & Kay 
Eckstein Hospice Care 
Center in Paducah. 

He was born Nov. 24, 
1976 to Freddie and 
Linda (Jones) Ladd.  He 
liked working on the 
farm, cooking and en-
joyed driving tractors and 
anything with wheels.   
Driving semi trucks was 
among his favorite activ-
ites. 

Surviving are his chil-
dren, Brandon Ladd, Jr. 
and Alysia Ladd both of 
Salem; his twin sister, 

Shannon (Michael)  
Dowdy of Benton; a 
sister, Laurie (Randy) 
Beals  of Milan, Tenn.; a 
brother, Chris Ladd of 
Paducah; nieces and 
nephews Brenna Ladd, 
Katie Lee, Olivia Ladd, 
Jacob Beals, Jackson 
Beals and Bella Dowdy; 
and his parents, Freddie 
and Linda Ladd.   

Services were Sunday, 
Jan. 3, 2021 in the 
chapel of Boyd Funeral 
Directors and Cremation 
Services.   Burial was in 
Dyer Hill Cemetery. 

 
 Belt 

Gregory Eugene Belt, 
61, died Sunday, Dec. 
20, 2020 at his home in 
Joy. He was born July 4, 
1959 at Salem Hospital. 

He was a devoted hus-
band, son, brother and 
uncle.  He loved hunting 
and fishing as well as 
searching and collecting 
Native American arti-

facts.  He enjoyed playing 
pool and spending time 
with family and friends.  

He was a member of 
the Free and Accepted 
Masons Carrsville Lodge 
#812.  He was a Past 
Master and was 
frequently honored to 
perform Masonic funeral 
services for his fellow 
brothers. 

He was preceded in 
death by his wife, Sandra 
Jean Long Belt, his 
father, Lincoln Eugene 
Belt; and his nephew, 
Robert Glen Belt Jr. 

Surviving are his 
mother, Joyce Querter-
mous Belt of Joy, three 
sisters, Regina Taylor of 
Henderson, Tina Clark of 
Ledbetter and Karen 
(Barney) Shockley of 
Henderson; three 
brothers, Steven Belt and 
Robert (Carla) Belt, both 
of Salem, and Joseph 
Belt of Joy; several 
nieces, nephews, great-
nieces and great-

nephews. 
Funeral services were 

Saturday, Jan. 2, 2021 
at Boyd Funeral Direc-
tors and Cremation Serv-
ices with burial in 
Carrsville Cemetery. 

Paid obituary 
 

 Thompson 
Vern Thompson, 69, of 

Ledbetter, died Dec. 14, 
2020 at his home. 

Cremation was chosen, 
and there will be no serv-
ices. 

Boyd Funeral Directors 
and Cremation Services 
was in charge of arrange-
ments. 

Deaths

Online Condolences 
myersfuneralhomeonline.com  

boydfuneraldirectors.com  
gilbertfunerals.com 

 
Most obituaries in this news-
paper are free. Ask your fu-
neral director about custom 

fee-based obituaries.



Champion 

Katherine F. Cham-
pion, 98, of Marion, died 
Friday, Dec. 25, 2020 at 
Salem Springlake Health 
and Rehabilitation.  She 
was a member of Marion 
Church of God. 

Surviving are a son, 
Kenny (Pam) Champion 
of Marion; grandchildren, 
Steve (Eugena) Cham-
pion, Jason Champion, 
Jared Champion and 
Josh (Julie) Champion, 
all of Marion, and Scott 
Champion of Salem; 
great-grandchi ldren, 
Lane Champion, Trent 
Champion, Taylor (Masa) 
Champion, Madison 
Champion, Bristen Hole-
man, Kalli Champion, 
Jaycee Champion, Travis 
Champion, Abigail 
Champion, Jaylee Cham-
pion and Jordan Cham-
pion; and great-great 
grandchild, Bailey Beb-
out. 

She was preceded in 
death by her husband, 
James Champion; a son, 
James “Jamie” Cham-
pion, Jr.; parents, G.W. 
and Molly Fowler; 
brothers, Audrey, Jim 
and Henry Fowler; and 
sisters, Alice Fowler, 
Edna Epley, Dora Ellen 
McKinney and Ruby 
Fowler. 

Services were Sunday, 
Dec. 27 at Gilbert Fu-
neral Home with burial in 
Mapleview Cemetery. 

Wesmoland 
Dorothy Ann Wesmo-

land, 74 of Marion, 
formerly of Sturgis, died 
Monday, Dec. 28, 2020 
at Morganfield Nursing & 
Rehab. She was born 
July 14, 1946 to Alex and 
Mariana McDowell, Jr., 
in Sturgis. She attended 
the General Baptist 
Church, was a member 
of the Red Hat Ladies 
group and was a vol-
unteer with the Pink 
Ladies at Crittenden 
Health Systems. She re-
tired from Family Prac-
tice as a certified medical 
assistant. She worked at 
Sturgis Rest Home, Holt’s 
Department Store and 
South-N-Foods. She was 
a graduate of Sturgis 
High School and at-
tended IVY Tech Univer-
sity. 

Surviving are two sons,                            
John (Rachel) Wesmo-
land of Morganfield and                                           
Joel (Alice) Wesmoland of 
Sturgis; a sister,                            
Sammy (Tommy) Gatlin 
of Sturgis; and a grand-
daughter,                   Ad-
dison Wesmoland of 
Sturgis. 

She was preceded in 
death by her parents; 
and her husband of 53 
years, George Guthire 
Wesmoland in 2018. 

Funeral services were 
Wednesday, Dec. 30 at 
Whitsell Funeral Home in 
Sturgis with Rev. Gary 
Hardesty officiating. Bu-
rial was in Pythian Ridge 
Cemetery in Sturgis. Me-
morial contributions can 
be made to the American 
Heart Association or the 
American cancer Society. 

Hoffman 
Charles Hoffman, 81, 

of Marion died Friday, 
Dec. 25, 2020 at his 
home. He was born in 
Shelby, N.C., Dec. 5, 
1939. 

He was in 
the United 
S t a t e s 
Army and 
retired from 
Abel Dis-
tributing in 
sales and 
service of 
v a c u u m 
and sewing 
machines Chi-
cago Heights, 
Ill.  

He was pre-
ceded in death 
by a son, John 
Hoffman in 2016. 

Surviving are his wife 
of 54 years, Lou Hoff-
man; a daughter, Lisa 
Hoffman (Roger Cook) of 
Highland, Ind.; three 
sons, David Hoffman of 
Marion, Mark (April) 
Hoffman  of Pelzer, S.C., 
Matthew (Michele) Hoff-

man of Fort Collins, 
Colo.; a sister, Bobbie 
Malek of Austin, Texas, 
two brothers, Jackie 
Morris and Jerry Morris, 
both of Texas; eight 
grandchildren, Dannielle 
Hoffman, Joanna Sa-
vickas, Jonathan Hoff-
man, Patrick Hoffman, 
Joann Hoffman, Abigail 
Hoffman, Colby Ballard 
and Gage Hoffman; and 
seven great-grandchil-
dren. 

Graveside services 
were Tuesday, Dec. 29, 
2020 at Oddfellows Cem-
etery with Rev. Joe Baker 
officiating. Vanover Fu-
neral Home was in 
charge of arrangements. 

 
 Phillips 

Willie Sue Phillips, 74, 
of Marion, died Saturday, 
Jan. 2, 2021 at Crit-
tenden County Health 
and Rehab.   She was a 
member of Enon General 
Baptist Church. 

Surviving are two sons, 
Anthony Phillips of Prov-
idence and Kevin Phillips 
of Clarksville; a daugh-
ter, Alexis James of Mar-
ion; a brother, Roger 
Adams; eight grandchil-
dren and four great-great 
grandchildren. 

She was preceded in 
death by her husband, 
Milburn Phillips; father, 
Homer Adams; mother, 
Willie Mae Jenkins; step-
father, Delmer Jenkins 
and a brother, Johnny 
Travis. 

Services were Wednes-
day, Jan. 6 at Gilbert Fu-
neral Home with burial in 
Shady Grove Cemetery.   

 
 Belt 

Madeline Crider Belt of 
Marion died Saturday, 
Dec. 26, 2020 at Crit-
tenden County Health 
and Rehabilitation 
Center.  

She was of the Baptist 
faith and enjoyed attend-
ing religious seminars 
with family and friends. 
She enjoyed traveling, 
computer, quilting, bak-
ing, storytelling and 
especially spending qual-
ity time with her grand-
children. She was the 
youngest child of William 
E. and Rose Crider.   

Surviving are two 
daughters, Terri (Rick) 
Weir of Paducah and 
Sherri (Stephen) Corbin 
of Smyrna, Tenn.; two 
brothers, Wayne (Allen) 
Crider and Roger 
(Rhonda) Steward, both 
of Marion; two sisters, 
Claudean Cone of Ft. 
Pierce, Fla., and Phyllis 
Clowers of Oliver 
Springs,  Tenn.; a 
brother-in-law, Frank 
Catilla of Marion; two 
grandchildren, Adam and 
Amanda Weir of Padu-
cah; and many nieces 
and nephews. 

She was preceded in 
death by her husband, 
Leonard J. Belt; and 
siblings, Bill Crider, Jua-
nita Freer, Martha Scott, 
Robert Crider, Rosa Nell 
Hillyard, Lonnie Craze, 
Helen Catilla, James C. 
Crider and Iris Brantley. 

Funeral services were 
Thursday, Dec. 31 at 
Myers Funeral Home 
with Bro. Gary Hardesty 
officiating. Burial was in 
Mapleview Cemetery.  

Paid obituary 
  Davenport 

Larry Earl Davenport, 
66, of Fort Mitchell, died 
Sunday, Jan. 3, 2021 in 
Owensboro. He was born 
Aug. 8, 1954 in Marianto 
to the late Norban and 
Janet Corley Davenport. 
He was the grandson of 
the late William and Lil-
lian Corley of Marion. He 
was a member of the Fra-
ternal Order of Eagles 
and enjoyed NASCAR, 
fishing and watching the 
Weather Channel. He 
was a diehard Donald 
Trump supporter.  

Surviving are his wife, 
Shawna Davenport; two 
daughters, Lindsey 
Leppke and Breezy 
(Carey) Land; two sons, 
Zack (Ashley) Davenport 
and Larry (Abby) Musall; 
eight grandchildren; 
brothers, Guy Davenport 
(Lily) and John Brodie 
(Jennifer); sisters, Gayle 
Tate (Billy) and Melisa 

Rushing (Charlie); and 
his beloved dog, Zeus; 
and two step-brothers, 
David Sheffield of Evans-
ville and Carl Waters of 
Clarksville, Tenn. 

Private funeral services 
will be a 5 p.m. on Wed-
nesday at Cecil Funeral 
Home, Whitesville.  

Paid obituary 
 

 Hamilton 
John Paul Hamilton, 

81, of Marion, died Sat-
urday, Dec. 26, 2020 at 
Crittenden County 
Health and Rehabilita-
tion Center. 

He had been a United 
States mail carrier for 30 
years and enjoyed St. 
Louis Car-
d i n a l s 
b a s e b a l l 
and UK 
basketball. 

Surviving 
are a 
daughter, 
M i c h e l l e 
( J a c k ) 
Berry of 
Murray; three sons, Paul 
(Jung) Hamilton of 
Olathe, Kan., John 
(Paula) Hamilton of Kevil, 
and Randy Hamilton of 
Marion; a daughter-in-
law, Margie Hamilton of 
Marion; eight grandchil-
dren and eight great 
grandchildren. 

He was preceded in 
death by his wife, Wanda 
Jean Hamilton; a son, 
Michael Hamilton; a 
grandson,  Michael Reed 
Hamilton; his parents, 
Forest Bennett and Reba 
Lois Little Hamilton; and 
three sisters, Sarah 
Hamilton, Elizabeth Dil-
beck and Ann Nelson. 

Funeral services were 
Wednesday, Dec. 30 at 
Myers Funeral Home 
with burial in Mapleview 
Cemetery.  

Paid obituary 
 

 Lasher 
Inez Lasher, 98, of 

Brook Park, Ohio, 
formerly of Salem,  died 
Monday, Dec. 21, 2020 

She was born in 
Berry’s Ferry at her 
grandmother’s home.   
Her parents were Marie 
and Barney 
Co l eman .  
She lived 
her early 
life in Ken-
t u c k y .  
After mov-
ing to 
Cleveland, 
Ill., during 
World War 
II, she returned to Ken-
tucky in 1961.  She and 
husband, Horace, were 
married 66 years before 
his death in 2005.   

The couple were long-
time United Methodists, 
having spent many years 
active in Hampton United 
Methodist Church when 
the couple lived in 
Salem.  They had three 
children, Nola, Rose and 
Steven.   

While in Cleveland she 
attended Lakewood 
School of Practical Nurs-
ing, graduating in 1961.  
She was a lifelong LPN, 
working first in pediatrics 
and later in several nurs-
ing homes. She received 
awards for her dedication 
to excellent nursing care 
of elders.   

Surviving are two 
daughters, Rose Czupik 
of Cleveland, her devoted 
caregiver for the past 13 
years, and Nola (Bob) 
Melcher  of Boulder, 
Colo.; a son, Steven  
(Bonnie) Lasher of Jeffer-
sonville, Ind.; five grand-
sons and nine 
great-grandchildren. 

Arrangements are 
under the direction of 
Boyd Funeral Directors 
and Cremation Services. 
Graveside services will 
occur at a later date. 

Paid obituary 
 

Tinsley 
Delois Ann Tinsley, 86, 

of Marion, died Sunday, 
Dec. 27, 2020 at Crit-
tenden County Health 
and Rehab.   

Surviving are a daugh-
ter, Lori Kiser of Indiana-
polis, Ind.; 
grandchildren, Richard 
Tinsley, Katrina Tinsley, 
Cameron Sliwa, Renee 
Drew and Kristel Foley; 

two nephews, Michael 
and Brian Benedict; and 
several great-grandchil-
dren. 

She was preceded in 
death by her husband, 
Ollie "Buck" Tinsley; par-
ents, Larnie and Virginia 
Lanham; a daughter, 
Brenda Schutt-Fisher; a 
son, Tony Tinsley; two-
brothers and one sister. 

Services were Wednes-
day, Dec. 30 at Gilbert 
Funeral Home with bu-
rial in Whites Chapel 
Cemetery.  

  Higgins 
Virginia "Tatty" Hig-

gins, 91, of Fredonia, 
went to be with the Lord 
Monday, Jan. 4, 2021 at 
Caldwell County Medical 
Center. She was born 
June 23, 1929 to the late 
William Earl and Lena 
(Watson) Garnett. She 
was a member of Mexico 
Baptist Church and en-
joyed being around her 
family, especially her 
great-grand babies. 

Surviving are a daugh-
ter, Kay (Ronnie) Jenkins 

of Fredonia; a daughter-
in-law, Jayliene Higgins 
of Jeffersonville, Ind.; 
three granddaughters, 
Beverly Davidson (Jason 
Hurley) of Fredonia, 
Heather (Dan) Dawson of 
New York and Holly (Eric) 
Shoubridge of Washing-
ton; two great-grandchil-
dren, Brandon (Alex) 
Jackson and Lena Shou-
bridge; and two great-
great grandchildren, 
Daryl Sherer and Charlee 
Rae Jackson. 

She was preceded in 
death by her husband, 
Clarence Higgins; a son, 
Darrel Higgins; a sister, 
Sue Nelson; and parents, 
William and Lena Gar-
nett. 

Funeral services will be 
at 11 a.m., Friday Jan. 8 
at Gilbert Funeral Home 
with burial in Mexico 
Cemetery. Visitation is 
from 5-8 p.m., Thursday 
and 10-11 a.m., Friday. 

Memorials may be 
made to Mexico Cemetery 
Association, c/o Bobby 
Padgett, 6001 Mott City 
Rd. Marion KY 42064. 

Paid obituary 

Coleman 
Billy Coleman, 89, of 

Marion, died Monday, 
Jan. 4, 2021 at his home. 

Surviving are his two 
sons, Gregg Coleman of 
Marion and Phillip 
Winders of Morganfield; 
two daughters, Dena 
Joiner of Marion and Te-
reasa Hodge of Marion; a 
two sisters, Evelyn Bea-
vers of Marion and Charl-
lott Booker of Gary, Ind.; 
18 grandchildren, and 17 
great-grandchildren. 

He was preceded in 
death by his wife, Valaree 
Colman; parents, Zelmer 
and Robbie Coleman; 
sisters, Martha Harper, 
Grace Barr, Mary 
Wheeler, JoAnn Howard, 
and Dorothy Enoch; a 
son, Jeff Winders; and 
two great-grandchildren. 

Services will be at 11 
a.m., Saturday Jan. 9, at 
Gilbert Funeral Home 
with burial in Mapleview 
Cemetery. Visitation is 5-
8 p.m., Friday and 9-11 
a.m., Saturday. 

Deaths
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new led lights
The Kentucky Trans-
portation Cabinet and
the Finance and Ad-
ministration Cabinet
have launched an ini-
tiative to replace thou-
sands of roadway
lighting fixtures across
the state with energy
saving LED lights. The
upgrades will reduce
energy consumption of
roadway lighting sys-
tems by more than 50
percent and save more
than $2.8 million a
year in reduced utility
and maintenance
costs. 
The project will also
include the replace-
ment of roadside con-
troller boxes and
cabinets and the relo-
cation of crash-prone
poles.

Hinchee joins staff
Lauren Munsey
Hinchee has joined
Double
Take Salon
as a stylist. 
She had
most re-
cently been
seeing
clients in Madisonville.
Hinchee earned a cer-
tification in cosmetol-
ogy from Madisonville
Community College
and was licensed in
July.

UK Dean’s list
The University of
Kentucky has released
its Dean's List for the
fall term. To make the
list, a student must at-
tain a GPA of 3.6 or
higher and must have
earned 12 credits or
more in that semester,
excluding credits
earned in pass-fail
classes.From Critten-
den County, Hannah
Lynn Bell, kinesiology;

Cortne L. Curnel, ca-
reer and technical ed-
ucation; and Shelby
Ellen Brown, pre-fi-
nance. From Livingston
County were Chaney
Adams, communica-
tion; Cameron
Gabrielle King, public
health; Laura K.
Poindexter, social
work; and Lauren Ash-
ley Schmitt, career and
technical education.

KMA gift-giving
Members from the
Kentucky Motorcycle
Association (KMA)
Sturgis District 14 pre-
pared and delivered
Christmas packages to
veterans in area nurs-
ing facilities over the
holidays. The packages
were filled with self
care and comfort
items. The KMA repre-
sents Crittenden, Hen-
derson, Union and
Webster counties. It
appreciates all service
men and women for
their sacrifices.
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AREA DEATHS OF 2020

A sump pump malfunctioned at the Crittenden County
Courthouse over the New Year's holiday, leaving a few
inches of standing water in the basement. County offi-
cials say a few records suffered water damage, but
nothing vital. No equipment was apparently damaged;
however, Ronnie Heady’s Property Valuation Office,
which is in the basement, was forced to close this week
while remediation was done by a professional cleaning
contractor. Pictured are county treasurer Yvette Martin
and husband, police officer Heath Martin, helping to
clean up the mess last weekend.
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Happenings in Marion, 100 years ago

Rep. Lynn Bechler
House Notes
Rep. Lynn
BECHLER
R-Marion
House District 4 
Crittenden • Livingston
Caldwell • Christian (part)

Contact
702 Capitol Ave.
Annex Room 424C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-8100, ext. 665
lynn.bechler@lrc.ky.gov

Committees
Ag & Small Business, 

vice-chair
Economic Development
Labor & Industry

Service
House: 2013-present 

Sen. Dorsey Ridley
Senate Notes
D-Henderson
Senate District 4 
Crittenden • Caldwell
Henderson • Webster
Livingston • Union

Contact
702 Capitol Ave.
Annex Room 255
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-8100, ext. 655
dorsey.ridley@lrc.ky.gov

Committees
Agriculture
Transportation
Banking & Insurance
State & Local Gov’t

Service
House: 1987-94
Senate: 2004-present 

Don
GATEWOOD
Guest columnist

Politically
Speaking

Chris
EVANS
Press publisher

About
Town

Justice Bill
CUNNINGHAM
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Linda
DEFEW
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Views

(Sen. Dorsey Ridley, a Henderson Democrat, has
served in the Kentucky Senate since 2004 representing
District 4, which is comprised of Crittenden, Livingston,
Caldwell, Webster, Union and Henderson counties.)

(Rep. Lynn Bechler, a Marion Republican, has served
in the Kentucky House of Representatives since 2013
representing House District 4, which is comprised of Crit-
tenden, Livingston, Caldwell and a portion of Christian
County.)

(Kentucky Supreme Court Justice Bill Cunningham is
a former judge and practicing attorney in western Ken-
tucky. He is a resident of Lyon County and author of sev-
eral books. His column appears in this newspaper
periodically.)

(Allison Evans is the advertising manager and an edi-
torial contributor at The Crittenden Press. The newspaper
has been in her family for more than a half-century. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3191 or by e-mail at alli-
son@the-press.com.)

(Brenda Underdown is Crittenden County’s historian
and serves on the board of the historical and genealogi-
cal societies in the county. She is also active in maintain-
ing Crittenden County Historical Museum.)

(Perry Newcom was elected judge-executive of Critten-
den County in 2010. His column appears periodically in
this newspaper. He can be reached at (270) 965-5251.)

(Daryl K. Tabor is editor of The Crittenden Press. His
column appears in this newspaper periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191 or thepress@the-press.com.)

(Chris Evans is the publisher and editor of The Critten-
den Press. He is also author of the book, “South of the
Mouth of Sandy,” which is available from online book-
stores. His column appears periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191.)

(Don Gatewood is a resident of rural Crittenden
County. He is a retired U.S. Navy commander and former
police officer. His opinions are his own and are not neces-
sarily those of the newspaper.)

(Rev. Lucy Tedrick, pastor at Marion Church of God,
shares her views periodically in this newspaper. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3269. Her opinions are her
own and are not necessarily those of this newspaper.)

(Mark Girten, pastor at Crooked Creek Baptist
Church, shares his views periodically in this newspaper.
He can be reached at (270) 601-0965. His opinions are
his own and are not necessarily those of this newspa-
per.)

(Linda Defew is from Livingston County and periodi-
cally writes a column for this newspaper. Her stories
have been published in numerous magazines and books,
and recently, she had her first book published, "Murder
in Little Heaven." She can be contacted at
oldwest@tds.net.)

(Regina Merrick if director of Crittenden County Public
Library on West Carlisle Street in Marion. The library can
be reached at (270) 965-3354.)

Allison
EVANS
Sta� writer

Write
Now

Regina
MERRICK
CCPL director

@ Your
Library

Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages

What was Marion like 
100 years ago? Let’s go 
back through the eyes of 
The Crittenden Press and 
recall some of the local 
happenings.  

–––
J a n u a r y 

1921, Mari-
on woke to the 
coming of the 
new year with a 
bang.  

A number of 
Marion people 
remained up 
and met togeth-
er Friday night 
to watch the 
going out of the 
old year and the 
ushering in of 
the new year, 
and many oth-
ers who had 
retired were 
aroused from 
their midnight 
slumbers by the ringing of 
bells, the tooting of horns, 
the sounding of whis-
tles and the loud noises 
from shooting fireworNs 
made to realize that 1920 
was passing out and the 
1921was being ushered 
in.  

May it be a happy new 
year to all.

–––
Building of a new 

bridge. A special session 
of the Fiscal Court was 
held Tuesday, Jan. 4.  
County Judge R. L. Moore 
presiding and County At-
torney John A. Moore and 
the following magistrates 
being present:  T. M. Da-
vidson, G. M. McCaslin, 
L. E. Waddell, Charles T. 
Riley, J. W. Duvall, C. E. 
Truitt and W. D. Dren-
nan. It was ordered that 
a committee composed of 
the County Judge and two 
magistrates be appointed 
to met in conjunction with 
a committee from Webster 
County pertaining to the 
building of a bridge across 
Tradewater at Fishtrap.  It 
was further ordered that 
Magistrates McCaslin and 
Davidson be appointed to 
the committee.  

–––
Fire destroys big busi-

ness block in Marion.  
Loss is over $100,000

For the second time 
within less than a year 
and a half, Marion has 
been visited by a disas-
trous conflagration, this 
time resulting in the de-
struction of property to 
the estimated amount of 
$100,000.

At about 12 o’clock 
Monday morning, a blaze 
was discovered on the 
second floor of the 2p-
era House building.  This 
structure contained the 
Strand Theater on the 
second floor and on the 
ground floor were the 
business house of J. E. 
Sowders, Givens Restau-
rant and R. F. Wheeler.

No one seems to be 
certain where or how 
the fire started, though 
some early arrivals on the 
scene think it started in 
the butcher shop� 2thers 
have different opinions.  
The mystery will probably 
remain unsolved.

)rom reports, the fire 
was discovered by Har-
ry Moore who was on his 
way home when he saw 
the blaze. He prompt-
ly gave the alarm to the 
telephone operators, who 
promptly notified the fire 
chief and the light plant.

7he fire whistle was im-
mediately sounded and a 
passing freight train as-
sisted in waking the town.  
Soon the streets were 
thronged with people of 

all ages, sizes, 
and all anxious 
to lend their 
aid.

7he 2pera 
building was 
very combus-
tible, and the 
fire spread rap-
idly.  When the 
fire department 
arrived on the 
scene, the blaze 
was so well un-
derway that it 
defied all efforts 
to extinguish it.

Soon the 
buildings on 
each side were 
ignited – those 
occupied by 

the Marion Hardware 
Co., Moore and Pickens, 
Foster and Tucker on the 
West and the dry goods 
store of '� 2� &arnahan to 
the east.  Although dam-
aged, Foster and Tuck-
er and Carnahan’s were 
saved from total ruin. 

In a short time the 
buildings of the entire 
blocN were in flames, 
which rose high and wide, 
lapping others and send-
ing forth great volumes of 
black smoke which hung 
like a pall over the city, 
reminding one of the pic-
tures in Dante’s inferno.

For a time, buildings in 
other blocks were threat-
ened with destruction but 
fortunately there was no 
wind and the fire did not 
spread to other parts of 
the city.

The newly organized 
fire department worNed 
like veterans.  Never was 
a fire fought harder, and 
at time the boys of the 
department were almost 
foolhardy in their brave 
attempts to check the 
flames�

Through their ef-
forts, the onward sweep of 
the flames was checNed 
at the Foster and Tuck-
er garage.  This build-
ing seemed doomed for a 

time, but the flames were 
finally brought under 
control before any great 
damage was done.

–––
The Marion Electric 

Light and Ice Co. has in 
the past two months used 
several thousand feet of 
copper wire in extending 
the lines and in improv-
ing and strengthening 
those already up.  A new 
street light was installed 
on North Main Street near 
Alvah Elder’s new bun-
galow and one on West 
Poplar Street near Forrest 
Harris’ new residence.  
The damage to the poles, 
wires and transformers 
during the recent fire was 
all repaired promptly and 
no customer was without 
light a single night.

Among those for whom 
new lights have been in-
stalled recently are: T. 
J. McConnell, Moore 
and Daughtrey, Mrs. T. 

J. Alexander, Mrs. Julia 
Clark, Grant Davidson, 
Loren Yates, Guy Givens 
Restaurant, W. E. Cox, 
'r� &lement’s office and 
A� &� 0oore’s office and 
some others whose names 
we do not now recall.

–––
/iTuor laws defied�  Ac-

cording to Gov. Edwin P. 
Morrow, in an address to 
the Association of Circuit 
Judges and Common-
wealth Attorneys, moon-
shining and bootlegging 
are rampant in Kentucky 
and the violations of the 
liquor laws are such as to 
challenge all the forces of 
law and order. 

Illicit manufacture and 
sale of liquor has grown 

to an appalling extent, 
and the use of liquor, es-
pecially by minors, is in-
creasing alarmingly.  I call 
upon you men to use the 
full powers of the law con-
ferred upon you to put an 
end to these conditions 
and to cooperate to the 
fullest in ridding the state 
of moonshiners and boot-
leggers and all violators of 
the liquor laws.  

I ask the County Judg-
es of Kentucky to meet 
this challenge, and I want 
to say that I will help as 
much as I can.  I will go 
to the utmost of my pow-
er fighting this evil and in 
sustaining you.  Which 
will be the supreme in 
this state, the law or the 
blind tiger?

–––
The Womanless Wed-

ding. The Marion Im-
provement Club, for the 
benefit of the school, 
staged a wonderful and 
delightfully funny perfor-
mance of the Womanless 
Wedding in the school’s 
auditorium.

There is still some ar-
gument prevailing as to 
whether Dr. T. A. Frazer, 
a bridesmaid, or W. W. 
Runyan, one of the guests, 
was the most beautiful 
girl present. Public senti-
ment seemed strong last 
evening in favor of Dr. 
Frazer.  Aubrey Clark and 
J� +� 2rme were the cut-
est little flower girls ever 
seen at any wedding.

The groom, C. W. Al-
len, seemed awed by the 
beauty and splendor of 
his bride and was hardly 
able to give answer to Rev. 
Carnahan’s vows of mar-
riage.  But it may have 
been the vow that awed 
him.

The bride “Miss” Pres-
ly Guess was the most 
beautiful of the season 
and also the most charm-
ing dressed and probably 

the largest.
Every seat in the au-

ditorium was filled, and 
the entertainment start-
ed at 7:30 p.m., with the 
orchestra composed of 
alumni of the Marion High 
School and a brass quar-
tet composed of H. Moore, 
trombone; W. Moore, bari-
tone; M. H. Cannan, cor-
net; and N. Moore, bass. 

The School Improve-
ment Club realized about 
$180 above expenses 
which will be expended 
toward improving and 
beautifying the school 
building. 

–––
The Main Street Presby-

terian Church, after mak-
ing all necessary repairs 
to the church building 
and paying Stated Supply 
regularly, reported $64.70 
balance in the treasury.  
The offerings of the Sun-
day School have been 
$317.50.  The church 
has given to Armenians 
$10, to Indians $10, to 
Boards of the church $70, 
to starving children of Eu-
rope $31.71. 

The Missionary Soci-
ety has collected $178. 
It paid to missions $121 
and to local expenses $50.  
There is a balance in the 
treasury of $83.58.  There 
were 10 additions to the 
church. 

–––
These are a few of the 

events that started off the 
new year in January of 
1921.  Some tragic, some 
happy, but always with 
hope and promise for the 
future.

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical Soci-
ety. Much more local histo-
ry can be found at OurFor-
gottenPassages.blogspot.
com).

The Main Street Presbyterian church gave most of it’s 
offerings to help missionaries and the less fortunate 
people in the world.

Shown above are the buildings that burned in the 
1921 fire on West Bellville Street. Carnahan’s on the 
right was only damaged and was restored and  later 
became the Western Auto Store. It was  torn down in 
1998 to make room for the new fire station.
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In my lifetime, 2020 
has been the strangest of 
years. I never ran out of 
toilet paper or anything 
for that matter. I did buy 
some wax for making jam 
because lids for jars have 
been hard to 
get where I live. 
There have been 
strange short-
ages, incon-
sistent rules, 
violence which 
beget more vio-
lence, and vir-
tue signals sent 
in odd ways. 

There has 
been an in-
crease in un-
verified infor-
mation and 
pictures and 
quotes taken 
out of context 
for vile, out-
rageous uses. 
There has been 
abuse of power and abuse 
of freedom. Some have lost 
their businesses or gone 
into more debt, while oth-
ers have fared quite well. 
We have lurched from cri-
sis to crisis while navigat-

ing in an atmosphere of 
fear and distraction. Some 
boldly proclaiming, “I am 
not afraid!” (hard to tell if it 
is genuine or just a mask 
of a different sort). Others 
content to condemn be-

cause they can 
protect them-
selves while 
pushing risk 
onto their less 
affluent neigh-
bors.

It has also 
been a year of 
looking forward 
to better times. 
It has been a 
year of the test-
ing of our trust 
in each other 
and for reli-
gious folk faith 
in God. It has 
been a year that 
has demanded 
grace and for-
giveness. Be-

cause of that we can see 
clearly when those qual-
ities are absent. The year 
just passed was one of 
those that washed away 
façades and revealed, for 
good or ill, the character of 

our faith. It turned out that 
some were based primarily 
on rights, or patriotism, or 
science – all of which were 
brought to bear on what 
God or Jesus meant. 

It is my opinion that 
there are too many who 
have a vested interest in 
the fear and distraction 
so that it becomes difficult 
to know who or what we 
should truly fear. In the 
New Testament, Jesus 
made it clear to his disci-
ples, whom he had sent, 
“Do not fear those who 
kill the body but cannot 
kill the soul; rather fear 
him who can destroy both 
soul and body in hell.” (Mt. 
20:28) King David said in 
Psalm 27:1, “The LORD is 
my light and my salvation; 
whom shall I fear? The 
LORD is the stronghold of 
my life; of whom shall I be 
afraid?”

Be courageous, but un-
derstand the difference 
in courage and bravado. 
Courage recognizes the 
danger and seeks to mit-
igate it when possible. 
Courage has patience 
and gentleness with those 

whose courage fails. Those 
who are afraid are not like-
ly to be insulted into cour-
age, and no one mitigating 
danger is likely to be con-
vinced by bravado to act 
recklessly. 

And so a couple of bor-
rowed words of encour-
agement as we enter into 
a new year. First from a 
spiritual letter written by 
François Fénelon (1651-
1715). It is a dangerous 
thing to do, but I quote 
it here not fully aware of 
his context. It does, how-
ever, seem appropriate for 
ours today. Such is the 
nature of spiritual insight. 
“I pray God that this new 
year may be full of grace 
and blessing to you. I am 
not surprised that you do 
not enjoy recollection as 
you did on being delivered 
from a long and painful ag-
itation. Everything is liable 
to be exhausted. A lively 
disposition, accustomed 
to active exertion, soon 
languishes in solitude and 
inaction. For a great num-
ber of years you have been 
necessarily much distract-
ed by external activity, and 

it was this circumstance 
that made me fear the ef-
fect of the life of abandon-
ment upon you. You were 
at first in the fervor of your 
beginnings, when no diffi-
culties appear formidable. 
You said with Peter, it is 
good for us to be here; but 
it is often with us as it was 
with him, that we know 
not what we say. (Mark 
ix. 56.) In our moments 
of enjoyment, we feel as 
if we could do everything; 
in the time of temptation 
and discouragement, we 
think we can do nothing, 
and believe that all is lost. 
But we are alike deceived 
in both.” (Letter XX).

Next a poem by Frances 
Ridley Havergal (1836- 
1879) titled, “New Year’s 
Wishes” in Kept for the 
Master’s Use, 

What shall I wish thee?
Treasures of earth?
Songs in the springtime,
Pleasure and mirth?
Flowers on thy pathway,
Skies ever clear?
Would this ensure thee
A Happy New Year?
What shall I wish thee?
What can be found

Bringing thee sunshine
All the year round?
Where is the treasure,
Lasting and dear,
That shall ensure thee
A Happy New Year?
Faith that increaseth,
Walking in light;
Hope that aboundeth,
Happy and bright;
Love that is perfect,
Casting out fear;
These shall ensure thee
A Happy New Year.
Peace in the Saviour,
Rest at His feet,
Smile of His counte-

nance
Radiant and sweet,
Joy in His presence!
Christ ever near!
This will ensure thee
A Happy New Year!
May the grace of our 

Lord Jesus Christ and 
the love of God our Father 
and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Amen. 

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

A year of fear and distraction

Question: My father, 
whom I was very close to, 
recently died from the coro-
navirus. My grief has over-
whelmed me. How can I con-
tinue to go on with life when 
my loss is so great?

Answer:  When we lose 
a loYed one we are sad� ,t’s 
natural —even healthy— to 
grieve because God created 
us to be emotional. The chal-
lenge comes in dealing with 
those emotions. If we let them 

run wild and unchecked, they 
will paralyze us and eventu-
ally cause great harm for the 
rest of our lives. 

How can we live with-
out the person we’Ye loYed 
and relied on? No internal 

pep talk will suffice� 1or will 
well-meaning words from in-
diYiduals like³´:e’re think-
ing about you during your 
great loss” or “This too shall 
pass”³suffice� The ´se-
cret” to handling our grief in 
a healthy way is to couple it 
with a hope and trust in God.

Talk to Almighty God about 
your loss and your feelings of 
sorrow. Call upon Him and 
He will hear and respond with 
His love and compassion. 

The psalmist declared, “The 
LORD is gracious and righ-
teous; our God is full of com-
passion. For you, O LORD, 
have delivered my soul from 
death, my eyes from tears, 
my feet from stumbling, that 
I may walk before the LORD 
in the land of the living” (Ps. 
116:5, 8). With a solid hope 
and trust in God, He will sure-
ly see you through.

 Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com

God responds to our sorrow with compassion

Ask the Pastor
By Bob Hardison

ASK
the

PASTOR
By Bob Hardison

GRAVES
Continued from page 1
new sections and a lake 
on the property’s low-lying 
eastern edge, otherwise 
unsuitable for gravesites.

Newcom said the ceme-
tery board is appreciative 
of the generosity shown 
during last year’s fund-
raising campaign.

One Crittenden Coun-
ty native, John Cochran, 
gave a large donation to 
start the expansion proj-

ect, Newcom said. 
“We got a lot of funds 

from the letters we 
mailed,” Newcom said. 
“John’s first donation was 
$5,000 and he gave an-
other $6,000 which paid 
for the lake, land survey 
and will go a long way on 
the driveway expense, in-
cluding stainless pins and 
discs at the southwest 
corner of each lot.”

Newcom said Cochran 
expressed his gratitude 
for being a Marion native, 

and attributes his profes-
sional success to being 
raised in such a commu-
nity.

“It is a huge relief to 
complete this project at 
the cemetery and we ap-
preciate all the help we 
received,” Newcom said.

“Through generous 
contributions, we have 
been able to do these 
things,” said Denis 
Hodge, a member of the 
Marion Cemetery Associ-
ation.

Newcom said in 2021 
the board plans to appeal 
to the community and 
families with loved ones 
buried at Mapleview to 
solicit contributions for 
additional improvements, 
specifically paving the 
main drive through the 
cemetery as well as the 
new gravel drives.

Donations of any 
amount may be mailed to 
Marion Cemetery Associ-
ation, P.O. Box 544, Mar-
ion, KY 42064.

TOURISM
Continued from page 1
was only reasonable to 
promote businesses that 
collected the tax.

After a good bit of dis-
cussion on the matter, 
the board concluded that 
– out of fairness and sup-
port for all of the com-
munity’s businesses that 
might be connected to 
the tourism industry – it 
would include restau-
rants and other appropri-

ate entities on its website 
and tourism map. How-
ever, it will not include 
entities outside the city 
limits in any special paid 
marketing promotions. 

A bow fishing tourna-
ment is on the calendar 
for May 15, but details 
have not been fleshed out 
other than it will be an 
overnight event starting 
at 7 p.m., and ending at 7 
a.m., at some location in 
Marion, perhaps the park 
or fairgrounds. A pro-

moter familiar with such 
events will help organize 
it at no cost to the com-
mission.

Two other ideas remain 
in the brainstorming 
stage, but information 
is being gathered by the 
group on the feasibility 
of having a walk-through 
Christmas display at the 
park next December and 
building a docking facility 
for kayaks or small boats 
at the city-owned Lake 
George. The commission 

acknowledged that the 
lake is becoming a pop-
ular destination for kay-
akers, which is a growing 
recreational activity na-
tionwide. An initial cost 
estimate of $9,000 for 
such a pier was present-
ed by Michele Edwards, 
executive director of 
the commission. Early 
discussions about the 
Christmas display includ-
ed recruiting business-
es to financially sponsor 
their own displays.



for sale
8-MONTH old beagle 
pup, $200. Valley View 
Windows, 294 Mt. Zion 
Church Rd, Marion, Ky. 
(2t-26-c) 

wanted
Home health worker 
needed in Marion. Call 
Dana (270) 704-0693 
between noon-2 p.m. 
(1t-26-p)
Wanted to buy: Farms 
and timberland. Call 
(270) 748-2808. (6t-26-p)

for rent
2 BR, 1 bath house in  
Marion. Refrigerator, 
stove and A/C furnished.  
Includes garbage pick-
up. $450/month plus 
$200 security deposit. 
(270) 704-2711. (2t-27-p)
3 BR, 2 bath mobile 
home, central heat and 
air, stove and refriger-
ator, trash pickup, yard 
maintenance, $500/mo. 
(270) 704-3234. (tfc-je)

employment
Homeland Inc. now seek-
ing a part time Site Man-
ager for an apartment 
complex in Marion. If in-
terested in either position 
please call 270-259-5461 
x130. This institution 
is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer. 
(1t-26-c)
The Earle C. Clements 
Job Corps Academy is 
seeking employees.  We 
offer a competitive sal-
ary, benefits package, 
and advancement op-
portunities.  Full-time, 
part-time, and substitute 
positions available. MTC 
is an equal opportunity 
employer-Minori ty/Fe-
male/Disabled/Veteran.  
To view current openings 
and qualifications and 
to apply, please visit our 
website: www.mtcjobs.
com.  “Building Tomor-
row’s Futures Today” 
(5t-29-p)
Reliable workers need-
ed! Full-time, 1st & 2nd 
shift positions avail-
able now!  Strong Solid 
Company with a Bright 
Future! Good starting 
wage $10 & up based on 
skill & experience. Must 
pass background & drug 
screen. Apply at Liberty 
Tire Recycling, 2071 US 
60 West, Marion KY or 
email resume to hmalo-
ney@libertytire.com. Call 
for more info 270-965-
3613. Equal Opportunity 
Employer.  (6-tfc)

services
VALLEY VIEW Win-
dows, Custom Built Vi-
nyl Windows, we install 
for new construction and 
replacements. Aquila A. 
Yoder, Jr., 294 Mt. Zion 
Church Rd., Marion, KY 
42064. (52t-28-p)
CONCRETE WORK: 
Parking lots, garages, 
steel buildings, walls, 
sidewalks, driveways, 
room additions. Call for 
quote (270) 724-4672, 
Joe Mattingly Concrete 
Construction. (12t-37-p)

notice
Advertise your job open-
ing, event, items for 
sale, auction etc. in this 
newspaper plus 83 oth-
er Kentucky newspa-
pers including The Pa-
ducah Sun, Kentucky 
New Era (Hopkinsville), 
The Sturgis News, The 
(Princeton) Times Lead-
er, The (Providence) 
Journal-Enterprise, The 
Union County Advocate, 
The Henderson Gleaner, 
The Livingston Ledger 
and The (Madisonville) 
Messenger and for only 
$250. Save time and 
money by making one 
call for all! For more in-
formation, contact the 
classified department at 
(270) 965-3191 or email 

us at advertising@the-
press.com.

legal notice
COMMONWEALTH OF 

KENTUCKY
CRITTENDEN CIRCUIT 

COURT
CIVIL ACTION
20-CI-00048

JESSE BRENT HODGE
JAMES KENT HODGE
JO ELLEN SOBOTKA

ROGER SOBOTKA
DORIS GENNELL 

HODGE-LYNN
ROBERT DON HODGE

BETTY HODGE
EBBA JACQUELINE 

WARDEN
BENNETT RAY HODGE

FREDA HODGE
JAMES DOUGLAS 

HODGE
BEVERLY D. HODGE

TEDDY RANDELL 
HODGE

DORTHEA HODGE
KITTY RAUCH
EARL HODGE

SHARON HOGGARD
THOMAS RANDALL 

HODGE
VIRGINIA HAMERLINCK

WALTER HODGE
DARLA SUE ECKROTH 

PLAINTIFF
VS.

BILLY DUKE HODGE
GERALDINE WINN

UNKNOWN SPOUSES 
& HEIRS OF 

ELBERT HODGE AND 
KITTIE HODGE
DEFENDANTS

NOTICE OF SALE
By virtue of a Judgment 
and Order of Sale ren-
dered by the Crittenden 
Circuit Court on the No-
vember 25, 2020, I will 
on Friday, January 8, 
2020 beginning at the 
hour of 10:00 A.M. in the 
City of Marion, Critten-
den County, Kentucky, 
proceed to offer for sale 
to the highest and best 
bidder the following de-
scribed real property 
located in Crittenden 

County, Kentucky, to-wit:
Property Address: Aunt 
Jane Tabernacle Road, 
Marion, KY 42064
Parcel No.: 043-00-00-
004.00
DUE TO COVID 19 RE-
STRICTIONS THIS MAS-
TER COMMISSIONER 
SALE WILL TAKE PLACE 
OUTSIDE OF THE CRIT-
TENDEN COUNTY 
COURTHOUSE BY THE 
GAZEBO. PLEASE FOL-
LOW ALL CDC GUIDE-
LINES FOR SOCIAL DIS-
TANCING.
Subject to all restrictions, 
conditions, covenants 
and to all legal highways 
and easements.
THE DESCRIPTION OF 
THE PROPERTY CON-
VEYED HEREIN WAS 
PROVIDED TO THE 
DRAFTSMAN BY THE 
PLAINTIFF AND THE 
DRAFTSMAN DOES 
NOT CERTIFY THE AC-

CURACY OF THE SAME 
NOR ANY EXISTING 
EASEMENTS.
The current year’s prop-
erty taxes will be paid by 
the purchaser of the prop-
erty. 
Only delinquent property 
taxes will be paid from the 
proceeds of the sale.
Purchaser may pay cash 
or said property will be 
sold upon payment of 
10% deposit, wit the bal-
ance upon credit of 30 
days, the purchaser shall 
execute a good and suffi-
cient bond with approved 
surety thereon for the 
purchase price, the bond 
to bear interest at the rate 
of 6% per annum from the 
date thereof, until paid, 
and to have the force and 
effect of a judgment, but 
a lien shall be retained 
on said property to fur-
ther secure the payment 
of the purchase price. At 

his option, the purchaser 
may pay cash or pay the 
bond with accrued inter-
est at any time before its 
maturity. Said sale to be 
made free and clear of 
any and all liens, claims, 
rights, title and interest of 
any and all parties to this 
action. The purchaser will 
be prepared to promptly 
comply with these terms 
or the said property will 

be immediately be offered 
again for sale.
This the 1st day of De-
cember, 2020.

Robert B. Frazer
MASTER

COMMISSIONER
Crittenden Circuit Court 

(2t-1-c)
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With basket-
ball game at-
tendance
sharply curbed
by the pan-
demic, all home boys’ and
girls’ games, and some on
the road, will be broadcast
on NFHS Network. Sub-
scriptions to the network
start at $10.99 a month.

Isaac McKneely’s junior season won’t
start until March 1 at the earliest but
when it does, his coach says watch what
a special player he is.
“He is really a good player. He is about

6-4, 185 now and he is a heck of a
shooter. He can shoot the ball great,”
said Allen Osborne, McKneely’s coach at
Poca High School in West Virginia. “He
can score, drive to the basket, shoot over
top of defenders. He’s a good
passer, a  combo guard. He’s
just the type of kid you want in
your program. He’s also very
humble and hungry to get bet-
ter.
“He wants to play at the next

level. He’s long, very athletic. I
just think he has a chance to
be a very, very special player.”
McKneely does not have a

Kentucky scholarship offer but he has
UK on his final list of eight schools along
with Illinois, Indiana, Louisville, North
Carolina, Purdue, Virginia and West Vir-
ginia. North Carolina is the only other
school in his top eight that has not of-
fered a scholarship.
He’s not a top 25 player nationally in

the 2022 class but is considered a top 60
player by most recruiting analysts. Os-
borne has no doubt he can succeed at a
high level. He was the coach at Poca be-
fore he retired and had been coaching at
the University of Charleston. His succes-
sor at Poca left and when he was asked
to come back — the gymnasium there is
named for him — and said he would for
a year. This is now year three for him
back as Poca’s head coach. 
“He was our point guard my first sea-

son back when he was a freshman,” Os-
borne said. “They had won five games
the years before. We won 18 and he was
a big part of that. We got to state. If our
season had not got cut short last year, he
would already be over 1,000 points. He’s
that good.”
McKneely was a 6-2, 150-pound soph-

omore. Now he weighs around 180
pounds and his coach says getting bigger

and stronger has not impacted his “good
feet” on the court.
“We have really focused on his de-

fense,” Osborne said. “I think he can be
a very good defender. We want him to be
as good defensively as he is offensively.
He has really concentrated on that.”
McKneely is also learning to play more

without the ball. His coach says in mid-
dle school the ball was always in his
hands but he’s working to be a complete
player who can off screens to score, too.
“We are actually going to try and get

him to shoot the ball more. He’s a good
teammate, but for us this year we need
him to shoot more,” Osborne said. “He
can handle the ball. He’s a really good
passer and shooter. But he’s also a very
unselfish player and a great teammate. 
“He’s very humble. He never talks

about getting recruited. We have about
500 kids in school and a nice little com-
munity. His recruitment is a big deal but
he’s not going to brag or act conceited.
He never says anything to me about re-
cruiting. I have to ask him who he has
talked to. He just takes it all in stride.”
Calipari called Osborne several

months ago to tell the coach he wanted
to see McKneely play this year before
they offered a scholarship since they
could not see him play last summer. 
“Calipari said they would be keeping

tabs on him. A couple of Kentucky assis-
tants have talked with the family. They
have let him know they are very inter-
ested. Calipari was very upfront and
honest about all this,” Osborne said.
How much interest does McKneely

have in Kentucky?
“He does not say a lot but he is inter-

ested. The thing about Kentucky is that
of all the schools on his list, Kentucky is
closer to home than anybody,” Osborne
said. “It’s only about 2 1/2 hours from
here to Lexington and that’s a big factor
because his mom and dad want to watch
him play in college. They are a very close
family and that will be a big factor in his
decision.”
--------------------------------------------

Kentucky had to rely so much on
Rhyne Howard last year to win, espe-
cially in the biggest games.
This year coach Kyra Elzy has a lot

more options and depth at Kentucky.
Howard, a preseason All-American, has
not had to carry as much of the load for
UK to win. However, Elzy says not to
doubt what Howard means to the team
or how good the junior is.
“Let's make no mistake about it, Rhyne

Howard is still the best player in
women's college basketball, and the
things that make Rhyne that is that she
is so versatile,” Elzy said. “She can score
on all three levels, but you look at the
stat sheet and she might have 10 or 12
rebounds, she might have eight or 10 as-
sists, or eight or 10 steals. She can do
anything on the court. 
“You have to look at her stat line

across the board. Scoring wise, she is
still scoring in double digits, but you
don't need her to score as much because
now you have Blair Green who is shoot-
ing the ball well, Dre'una Edwards who
is scoring on the inside. You have Cha-
sity Patterson scoring. We’re more bal-
anced scoring this year. 
“But Rhyne is playing well. We will

continue to challenge her to be the best
version of herself, and right now, she
wants to make sure this team is winning,
whatever that looks like."
All that was said before Kentucky went

to No. 12 Mississippi State and won 92-
86 Sunday behind a sensational game by
Howard. She got in early foul trouble and
had only four points at halftime and
eight after three quarters but finished
with 33 points on 10-for-19 shooting (4-
for-6 from 3) from the field and 9-for-10
at the foul line. She added 10 rebounds,
six assists, one block and one steal in 37
minutes – and never picked up another
foul after getting two in the first five min-
utes.
“The second half they just started

going to me  more and my teammates
kept looking to me to make plays and
make plays for them,” Howard said. 
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     Boone          Winders            Yates
       Third              Honorable          Honorable
       Team               Mention              Mention

FOOTBALL
Boone All-State pick
Crittenden County senior Tyler

Boone was selected to the
Louisville Courier-Journal All State
Team, announced this week.
Boone was chosen as a Third
Team linebacker. He was the first
Crittenden County football player to
earn All State honors since Josh
Cozart, who was a Third Team se-
lection in 1999. Crittenden County
senior Braxton Winders, punter,
and junior Dylan Yates, defensive
lineman, were named Honorable
Mention.
All three were also named to the

All Purchase Football Team an-
nounced last week by the Paducah
Sun.

BASKETBALL
2nd Region Preseason 
Area Media Poll

GIRLS
1. Henderson County
2. Webster County
3. Christian County
4. Madisonville
5. Crittenden County
6. Hopkinsville
7. Trigg County
8. Caldwell County
9. Union County
10. Hopkins Central

BOYS
1. Lyon County
2. Christian County
3. University Heights
4. Madisonville
5. Hopkinsville
6. Webster County
7. Henderson County
8. Crittenden County
9. Caldwell County
10. Trigg County

C-J’s Coaches’ Poll
Here are Second Region boys’
basketball rankings according to
the Courier-Journal newspaper’s
pre-season coaches’ poll:
1. University Heights, 2. Lyon
County, 3. Christian County, 4.
Hopkinsville, 5. Madisonville-North
Hopkins, 6. Henderson County, 7.
Webster County, 8. Crittenden
County, 9. Trigg County, 10. Union
County.

C-J’s Top 10 players in 2nd
Here are top 10 preseason play-

ers in the boys’ basketball Second
Region according to the Courier-
Journal: 
1. K.J. Crump

(University
Heights), 2. Travis
Perry (Lyon
County), 3. Alijah
Watts (Hop-
kinsville), 4. Kale
Gaither (Madis-
onville-North Hop-
kins), 5. D.J. Quarles (University
Heights), 6. Destin Allen (Webster
County), 7. Jackson Shoulders
(Lyon County), 8. Noah Curry
(Henderson County), 9. Amani
McGee (University Heights), 10.
Gabe Mott (Crittenden County).

OUTDOORS
Hunting Seasons
Here are some of the key hunting

opportunities currently in season or
coming up soon: 
Deer Archery             Sept. 5 - Jan. 18
Turkey Archery         Sept. 5 - Jan. 18
Deer Crossbow       Sept. 19 - Jan. 18
Quail, Rabbit            Nov. 16 - Feb. 10
Turkey Crossbow    Nov. 14 - Dec. 31
Squirrel                    Nov. 16 - Feb. 28
Bobcat Trapping      Nov. 16 - Feb. 28
Fox Hunting             Nov. 16 - Feb. 28
Fox Trapping           Nov. 16 - Feb. 28 
Canada Goose        Nov. 26 - Feb. 15
Bobcat Hunting        Nov. 28 - Feb. 28
Duck                          Dec. 7 - Jan. 31
Dove                        Dec. 19 - Jan. 10
Youth Waterfowl                     Feb. 6-7
Coyote                             Year Round
Groundhog                       Year Round
Turtles                              Year Round

FOLLOW THE PRESS ON TWITTER
@CrittendenPress for Alerts, Updates

West Virginia guard on UK’s radar

Lady Rockets open with win at Lyon
STAFF REPORT
The Lady Rockets opened

their season on Tuesday with a
key Fifth District matchup at
Lyon County. Crittenden
County won going away 54-41
despite a closely contested
game much of the way.
Lady Rocket coach Shannon

Hodge thought her team looked
like one that came into the sea-
son without any scrimmage op-

portunities due to the pan-
demic.
“Always be pleased to come

to Lyon County early in the
season and come away with a
win,” Hodge said. 
Crittenden used 10 players

in the game and Hodge said
that depth is going to key this
season.
Crittenden led by double dig-

its a couple of times but largely

a held a seven- or eight-point
lead before pulling away late. 

Crittenden     13     28     47      54
Lyon Co.        6      18     30      41
CRITTENDEN - Taylor Guess 24, Natalie
Boone 10, Chandler Moss 4, Jaelyn Dun-
can 5, Nahla Woodward 8, Riley Smith,
Addie Hatfield, Lilly Perryman, Kacie
Easley 1, Brylee Conyer 2. 
LYON - Merritt, Butler 8, Matthews 2, Smith
7, Wynn 2, Collins 18, Dykes 2, Defew 2,
Holland, Perry. 

Lyons pull away
late against CCHS
STAFF REPORT
Some accurate shooting

in the second period
helped the Rockets stay
close early, but Lyon
County pulled away late
to win 78-57.
The Lyons are widely

considered one of the best
teams in the Second Re-
gion, ranked No. 1 or 2 in
most preseason polls.
CCHS coach Denis

Hodge said a key factor
Tuesday was the inability
to stop Lyon on the offen-
sive boards.
The Lyons broke the

game open early in the
third period with several

easy baskets in transi-
tion.
Crittenden got to the

foul line just once the en-
tire game.

Lyon              19     36    60      78
Crittenden     16     34    50      57
LYON – Whalin 4, Reddick 14,
Parker 2, Perry 25, Bingham 5, B.
Shoulders 14, J. Shoulders 14. FG:
31 3-pointers 7 (Reddick 3, Perry,
Bingham, B. Shoulders 2). Fouls 8.
Free Throws 9-12.
CRITTENDEN – Champion,
Winders, Mott 7, Boone 10, Beverly,
Derrington, Guess, Adamson 2,
Dobyns 9, Carlson 2, Morgeson 14,
Turley 13. FG: 24 3-pointers 8 (Mott,
Dobyns 3, Morgeson 4). Fouls 9.
Free Throws 1-1.

Basketball Tips Off

Crittenden County’s girls won their opener during this delayed pandemic season. The
season got underway Tuesday at Lyon County. At left is Addie Hatfield defending the
paint against Lyon’s Calista Collins. Above, Crittenden’s Taylor Guess tries to rattle
loose the ball from Lyon’s Hadlie Butler.

Crittenden County’s Preston Turley drives baseline against Lyon
County’s Jackson Shoulders during the Rockets’ season-opening loss
at Rocket Arena.

Mott



10 YEARS AGO
January 6, 2011
n Crittenden Health Systems hosted a
groundbreaking ceremony to formally kick
off a construction project that included ren-
ovation and expansion of the hospital op-
erating room. Several hospital officials,
staff and representatives from financial in-
stitutions, as well as engineering and con-
struction groups attended the event.
n Gary Holland, manager of Akridge
Farm Supply of Fredonia, was honored for
35 years of service. Holland started at
Akridge Farm Supply in 1975. 
n Farmers Bank and Trust presented
Denis Hodge of the Jake Hodge Founda-
tion with a check for $2,400 for its spon-
sorship of touchdowns scored during
varsity football games at Rocket Stadium
in 2010. 
n It was almost 10 years ago when the

courthouse basement flooded, much like it
did over the past weekend. Although the
flooding was in February of 2011, it is in-
teresting to note here the coincidence of
the timing. Crittenden County Courthouse,
which is more than 50 years old, has had
its maintenance issues over the past
decade or two. It is scheduled to be re-
placed in the near future. Crittenden
County has been awarded more than $11
million to raze the current building and re-
build a judicial center. It remains unclear
where the new one will be built.

25 YEARS AGO
January 6, 1996
n Employees of The Pantry in Marion re-
ceived their share of money when Ewel
Hardin purchased a $100,000 winning Lot-
tery ticket. 
n Ranetta Elizabeth Knight was the first
Crittenden County baby born in 1996 at
the Crittenden Hospital. 

50 YEARS AGO
January 7, 1971
n Crittenden County Fiscal Court ap-

proved a contract with the State Highway
Department for state maintenance of
206.2 miles of county roads. 
n Major Kenneth B. Arflack has been
awarded the Bronze Star Medal (First Oak
Leak Cluster) at Qui Nhon, Vietnam, by
Colonel John E. Maier, Commanding Offi-

cer United States Army Depot, Qui Nohn.
Major Arflack was awarded the Bronze
Star by distinguishing himself in the per-
formance of his duty by exceptionally meri-
torious achievement as chief of Class I
Storage Division, Directorate of Supply. 
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Third Gen
fire chief
takes over
at Salem
STAFF REPORT
Fire fighting is a family

tradition for the New-
combs of Livingston
County, and this week
Daniel Newcomb became
a third generation fire
chief.
At 23, he’s possibly the

youngest fire chief ever to
head Salem Fire Depart-
ment. He takes over the
reins from his father,
Troy Newcomb, who had
served as fire chief at
S a l e m
since 2017.
Coinciden-
tally, Troy
Newcomb
was in
1982 the
c o u n t y ’ s
y o un g e s t
fire chief
ever, taking
over at
Grand Lakes Fire De-
partment in Grand
Rivers at the age of 18.
He served there until
2011.
“I have ridden in a fire

truck my whole life,”
says Daniel, a 2015 grad-
uate of Livingston
County High School. He
is also the Livingston
County Emergency Man-
agement director and
county animal control of-
ficer.
He explains that serv-

ing the community as a
firefighter is a passion,
and it’s getting tougher
to find volunteers with
the enthusiasm to serve.
Jerry Newcomb,

Daniel’s late grandfather,
was the first fire chief at
Grand Rivers starting in
1969.
“People ask if it’s a

hobby,” Newcomb said, “I
tell them, no, it’s about
helping people in the
community. When we see
someone it’s usually the
worst day of their life and
it’s our responsibility to
make that a little better
in a terrible situation.”
Longtime Salem fire-

man James Crawford will
step down as deputy fire
chief and Scott Hurley
will assume that role at
Salem Fire Department.
Crawford will remain in a
leadership role with the
fire department, as
chairman of the board
and fire commissioner.
Hurley is also fire chief

at Crittenden County
Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment. It’s common for
firemen to serve on mul-
tiple agencies in a rural
area.

Daniel Newcomb

Troy
Newcomb



The number of COVID-
19 cases has spiked over
the holidays. To a great de-
gree, the increase in posi-
tive cases can be attributed
to area nursing homes and
congregant care facilities.
Local officials and con-

tract tracing have con-
firmed that a number of
cases have been identified
at the longterm nursing fa-
cility in Marion. Resident
families say they are being
regularly appraised of the
situation. Nursing homes
have been largely closed to
visitors since the pandemic
began.
There were 31 new

cases of COVID-19 re-
ported in Crittenden
County between Jan. 1 and
Jan. 5, including four on
Tuesday. Among those was
a 49-year-old female who
was hospitalized. Other-
wise, all of the recently di-
agnosed individuals are
recovering at home. In the
seven-day period from
Dec. 30 to Jan. 5, there
were 50 new cases here.
With most healthcare

and first responders in the
area vaccinated, local
health officials are turning
toward the elderly to offer
vaccination for COVID-19.
Pennyrile District Heath

Department, which in-
cludes Caldwell, Critten-
den, Livingston, Lyon and
Trigg counties, began vac-
cinating residents age 70
and over on Wednesday,
Jan. 6. There is no charge
for this vaccination at
health departments.
Local health depart-

ments, including the one in
Marion off Industrial Drive,
are offering the Moderna

vaccine through next
Thursday to individuals
over 70, and any first re-
sponder or healthcare
worker who has yet to be
vaccinated. 
Pennyrile Area Public

Health Director Elisha Kite
says vaccinations at each
county health department
are subject to staffing and
vaccine supplies. There will
be no vaccinations avail-
able on Fridays or at lunch
between noon and 12:30
p.m. Otherwise, here is the
schedule for the coming
days: 
•Wednesday, Jan. 6

9am-4pm at Caldwell, Crit-
tenden, Lyon, and Liv-

ingston
•Thursday, Jan. 7 9am-

4pm at Caldwell, Critten-
den, Livingston, Lyon,
Trigg.
•Monday, Jan. 11 9am-

4pm at Caldwell, Critten-
den, Livingston, Lyon,
Trigg.
•Tuesday, Jan. 12 9am-

4pm at Caldwell, Critten-
den, Livingston, Lyon,
Trigg.
•Wednesday, Jan, 13

9am-4pm at Caldwell, Crit-
tenden, Livingston, Lyon,
Trigg.
•Thursday, Jan. 14 9am-

4pm at Caldwell, Critten-
den, Livingston, Lyon,
Trigg.
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                                  Confirmed              Currently in                Currently            Recovered                      
County                      Cases Ever           Home Isolation        Hospitalized              Cases                   Deaths
Caldwell            840*                   32                     4                 747                19
Crittenden         450*                   55                     4*                343                 6
Livingston         516*                   43                     2                 435                13
Lyon                  403*                   52                     2                 312                 8
Trigg                 704*                   71                     7                 587                 3
*Includes new cases this week.      Source: Pennyrile District Health Department

FIVE-COUNTY AREA
Some information current as of Dec. 30; Most cases current as of Jan. 5

Cases trending upward, vaccine available for 70+

Vaccine Availability
Local healthcare workers were among the first to be administered the COVID-19
vaccine. Pictured at top is Dr. Jonathan Maddux, MD, who received a shot from
nurse Gayle Guess. Above left is Crittenden County school nurse Brandy Whitney
being vaccinated by contract APRN Laken Lasher and above right is Livingston
County school nurse Tonya Padon getting her shot from Lasher. Crittenden Com-
munity Hospital and Health Departments in Crittenden, Livingston and other sur-
rounding counties have vaccine available for first responders and healthcare
workers. The health department also made the vaccine available this week to resi-
dents age 70 and above. Hospital Administrator Jonathan Gleason also expected a
supply of vaccine to be available to the elderly this week at the hospital and clinic.


